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In the Northwest corner of Yellowstone National Park

lies the Gibbon River, a tributary to the Madison
River. Many world-class fisheries exist in Yellowstone
and the Gibbon River is one that is often overlooked.

Trout stocking programs in the early 1900’s lead to
thriving population of rainbows, browns and brook
trout the river currently enjoys.

v Contents

About Gibbon River
Gibbon River Map and Fishing Access Sites
Best Places to Fish the Gibbon River
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The National Park Service has recently embarked on
efforts to restore native westslope cutthroat trout to
the upper Gibbon River. To assist in the effort, there is
Nno possession limits of non-native trout species
including brown, rainbow, and brook trout in the upper
river (above Gibbon Falls.)

Gibbon River Map
and Fishing Access
Sites
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Get Directions to the Fishing Access Points
shown above with the DIY Fly Fishing Map
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Best Places to Fish
the Gibbon River

The best fishing waters on the Gibbon River are easily
accessed from the main roads in Yellowstone. There are
however several places you can only reach by hiking
Grand Loop Road out of Gibbon Canyon.

Even though it fishes well, the Gibbon is usually lower
on most anglers’ priority list when fishing in
Yellowstone. If you are looking to avoid crowds in the
busy summer season, the Gibbon is an excellent place
to start.

The river is divided into multiple segments, and each
has a different mix of trout and specific conditions.
Conditions vary between sections and seasons.
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very small. This section has a mixed fishery of very
small brook and brown trout along with some Arctic
Grayling.

As the Gibbon River flows past the Norris Campground,
it picks up size and is now a more fishable stream with
large pockets, pools, and undercut banks that holds
some sizable brown trout.

Below the Norris Geyser Basin, the Gibbon flows
through Elk Park and the Gibbon Geyser Basin. Both of
these areas are characterized by open meadows with
winding pools and undercut banks. The meadows here
are favored by fly fisherman.

Continuing on past Gibbon Geyser Basin the river
passes Beryl Springs. Here the river picks up speed
and enters Gibbon Canyon on it’s way to Gibbon Falls.

Finally, making its’ approach to Madison Junction, the
Gibbon opens up into another meadow section that
some refer to as Gibbon Meadows. This is a great spot
to target large brown trout with a streamer during their
fall spawning run coming up from the Madison River.
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ana current
Conditions

Gibbon River at Madison
Jct, YNP

Temperature: 37.22°F
Streamflow: 88.4 ft3/s
Gage height: 4.64 ft
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Best Time to Fish the
Gibbon River

Fishing season is short in Yellowstone (June to
November), so your window of opportunity to try your
luck on the Gibbon River is limited.

The good news is the Gibbon is among the first rivers to
clear up after spring runoff season, so you stand a good
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Summer is peak season for both fly hatches and
tourists, so plan on dealing with traffic, other anglers at
popular fishing locations throughout the park, and
people stopping to observe the natural wonders of
Yellowstone.

o @ ( (
Gibbon River Fishing
[ ]
Tips
A 9-foot rod with 4 or 5-weight floating fly line is
recommended for the Gibbon River. You should also

pack waders without felt soles (state and park
regulations prohibit these).

Best Flies for Gibbon
River

Recommended patterns for the Gibbon River include:
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e RS2 (gray) #16-20

e Tunghead Soft Hackle Pheasant Tail (brown) #10-18
e Bead Head Giant Stone (tan or black) #4-10

e Adams Parachute Dry Fly (gray) #16-20

e Wade's N. Fork Special (tan or black) #8-14

e Wade’s tungsten redhead nymph (black) #8-14

e Caddis soft hackles (gray or cream) #10-16

e Trina’s sculpin (tan) #4.

Gibbon River Fishing
Reports

There are a number of area fly shops and can provide
Gibbon River fly fishing reports. A few to check out are
listed below.

e Montana Angler

e Jack Dennis Fishing Trips

e Firehole Ranch



https://www.montanaangler.com/fly-fishing-yellowstone-park/gibbon-river
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Gibbon River Fishing
Regulations

The fishing season in Yellowstone National park is open
from Memorial Day Weekend through the first Sunday
in November.

Anyone over the age of 16 needs a fishing permit
(available at all ranger stations). All native species of
fish, including cutthroat trout, mountain whitefish and
Artic Grayling, are catch and release only.

Above Gibbon Falls there’s no possession limit for
nonnative fish, including brown, brook, rainbow, and
lake trout. You may harvest as many nonnative fish
from this area as you want.

Below Gibbon Falls possession of up to five brook trout
is allowed. Catch and release all rainbow and brown
trout.
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Trip Planning Tips

The closest airport with access to the Gibbon River is
West Yellowstone Airport with connections from Salt
Lake City, Utah. Larger airports are available in
Bozeman, Montana and Idaho Falls, Idaho, each of
which roughly is a 100-mile scenic drive.

West Yellowstone, Montana is ground zero for access
to the Gibbon River via the west entrance of the
Yellowstone National Park. West Yellowstone, aptly
dubbed “Trout Town West, USA”, is a full-service
community that offers accommodations, from large
hotels to smaller motels.

The Chamber of Commerce can provide a full listing of

accommodations and a vacation planner.

Looking for more places to fish? Visit our DIY Guide to
the Best Fly Fishing in Yellowstone National Park.

Feature image by Daniel Mayer
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Bob Jacklin’s DIY Guide to Fly
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DIY Guide to Fly DIY Guide to Fly
Fishing Grebe Lake in Fishing Lewis River in
Yellowstone National Yellowstone National
Park Park
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Look no further

Get Directions to
30,000+ Fishing
Spots

Find new places to fish and plan your next
trip with our interactive fishing map.
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